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[Speech by Cuban Prime Kinister Fidel Castro from Hevans's Plate de-le Revolucion st a 
rass publie ceremony in tribute to Erneate Che Cuevara--live] 


(Text] Revolutionary comrades; It wag a day in July or August of 1955 when we first 
met El Che. And in one night, a5 he tells in his accounts, he becape og futurs Granma 
expeditionary. But et that time that expedition had neither ships, Weapons, nor troons, 
&nd Chis was the way Zl Che, together with Raul, Joined the first two groups of the 
Granma list. : 


Since then, 12 yeara have gone by, 12 years fraught with struggles and obstructions. 
Tiarsugh these yearée death reaped many valuabke and irreparable Lives, but at the tane 
tine, through these years, extraordinary peopie emerged in cur revolution and vere ; 
nolded among the men of the revolution. And Eles of affection and friendship were cade 
apong these and the people, ties which went further than it it possible to express, 


Tomight We ere gathered here, you and I, to Ery to express these ctentinents in scce wary 
With Pegard te one the vas oe of the most familiar, me of the most admired, oe of 
the moet beloved, and, without any doubt, the most extracrdinary of cur comrades ¢ 2 
rerolution, te expreas these eentinents te him and to the heroes whe have Sougnt aad 
have falien beside him-shis internationslist army which has been writing a gioriocus 


page of histary. 


the Was one of Chose persons whoa everybody lixed‘inmediately because of his simplicity, 
arcauae of his nature, because of hls naturalness, because of his ¢ompadeshia, bt cause 
n€ his personality, because of his originality, even before hia other sine-lar virwues 
Were revealed. fring these first moments he was the docter of cur troop, and thus 

cur bends exerged and thus cur feelings emerged. He was seen to be inpregaated with a 
Prefound spirit of hatred and contenpre for isperial ism, mot only becouse ht political 
dakeup Was aiready considerably developed, but because only a short tine “herore he had 
hai the opportunity to titneas in Guatemala tne criminal imperialist inters«ntion 
through the mercenary soldiers tho overthrew the revolution in that country. 


For a nan such as he, many argunents vere not necessary. It was enough for hio te 

xnow that Cuba liwed under a similar situation. It was enewsh for him thet cere vere 
een deternined to fight that situation vith weapons in hand.. It was encugh for hic 

to know that those men were inspired by genuinely revolutionary and patristic rentanents. 
That was gore than enough. Ip this manner, one day near the end of November 1955, 

he began the trip to Guba with us, 27 recall that the oressing waa yery difficult for 
him because, in the circumstances under which it was necessary to organize the. 
departure, he could not even obtain the medicines that he needed, and he surfered a 
severe attack of asthma during the entire crossing without any relief, Sut aise wishert 
a2 single comptaint. . . 
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Me arrived, We bepan the first narckes, We suffered the first setback. Ant after 

a feu veots, E* eet 2apoin, as you bnov, that small group of those who were left of the 
frannao expecttior., Chin continued to be the doctor of cur troop. 

Tae first victorious battle was waged acd Che then became a soldier of our troop; at 

tre san09 4225 <2 was still th: doctor. 

‘es second vietorious sattle uss woped and Che the soldier became the mont di stinguisned 
of the soldters tn that battle, for the first tine aceonplishing one of S.cs¢ Singular 
exploits waieh cseractertzes :tn in oll the actions. 


Que force continued to develop and a battle of extraordinary importance at that tice was 
wige¢. The situation was ¢ifficuli. Reports were erromcous in sany aspects, We 

were going to attack a strongls cefended position in full dayligat, in the morning, 

at the edge of the goa, Tt was woll armed and we had eneny troops al ovr rear, very 
near, Under eesditdons of cocfusdorin vaich it was noeessary to ash tie gen So nale 

a supreme effort, after Conrace Juan Alneida had begun one of tie most difficult 
missions, one af the flanks sif11 did aot nave enough men. It lacked an aftacking 
foreo, Wiieh could endanger te operation, At that moment, Che, who was still tio 
doctor, aSkei fer three or four men, anong them a nan with an aulteaatice rifle. In a 
natter ef tecomds ne quickly begen te assume the oission of attack fren that direction. 
Oi fiat oeccation ic wes not only a distinguisted fighter but ¢ also wes a distingcished 
doctor, giving assistance te the wounded comrades and at the sane time caring for the 
Wounded enéoy soliders. And when if was necessary to abandon thet position, once all 
te weapons were captured, ard begic a long march besieged by warious eresy forces, it 
Wao mecorsary for somebody to stay wil the wounded. El Che stayed with the wounded, 
Nelped by a 40531 frocp of our soliders. He cared for therm. He saved their Lives 

and joined Chen in the column later. 


Fron shat pooent An Which he was outstanding 25 a capable and brave commander, El Che-- 
tais type of man wie when uw diffievlt mission haz to be done does not wait, dss not wait 
te Sc adked--arrived and ¢ompicted tae mission. This ie did during the battle of 
Uere, and ne did tris, too, on an oteasion, nol eentioncd in the early stages, when, 
Decouse of a betrayal, our small force was attached by surprise by many planes. As we 
were retreating under the bombing and rad already walked some distance, we remenbe red 
sore rifles of some peasant soldiers weo had been with us during the first actions — 
andwno had later asked permiasior to visit thetr faniliers--there was still net ouch 
@{acipline in our young arwy--aniat the moment we considered the possibility that the 
rifles would be lost. Wo sooner wat the problem brought up, under the boabing, when 

El the volunteered and, as he did #0. left rapidly to bring back tie rifles. 


That wos onc of his outstanding characteris tics--immediate Willingnes:, instantaneous 
readiness to volunteer for the most dangerous mission. Naturally this elicited afmtra- 
Sion, double adoiration for that comrade who fought beside us, who was not born in ~~ 
this land,. vho was a man of profound idoas, who was o man in vhote pind surged dread of 
etruggie in other parts of the eoniinentse«ond yet, that ealtruian, that unselfishness, 
Cus willingness te do the acest difficult always, to risk tts life constantly. Zt” 

was in this way that be won his rank of major and of commander of the seeond column thot 
WEB organized in the Sierra Haestra, In this way his prestige grew. His fame tegen ta 
atow as a tugnificont figiter, which_sas.to0 carry him te the highest ranics in the courss 
of the war, 
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Che Was an unb@dratie dotdter, nomaander, From a military standpoint Che was 

an extraordinarily capable man, extraordinarily brave, extracrdinarliy aggressive. 
Tf he had an achilles heel af 3 guerrilla, that achilles heel was his excessive 
ageressiveness. It has his absolute seorn for danger. The entmies try te dra 
conelustons about his death. Che vas a nastter af war. 


Che vas an arcist in puerrilia warfare. He. demonstrated this an intindte nuaber 
fo tines, but above all in two extracrdinary exploits, One of them was the 
invasion #t the head ef a ealumn, a colin which vas pursued by thousands ef 
acldiers throwh ferritery that was absolutely open and wiknown. He actenplished 
with Caniio a formidable military reat. 


But, in addition, he demonstrated St in his brilliant cappaten in Las Villas, and 
he demonstrated it above all 'in nia daring attack on tne city of Santa Clara, 
entering o city defended by tanks, artillery, and several thousand intantes 
seldiers with a column of barely 300 oen, 


Thos¢ two exploits oark hin 25 an extracrdinarily ahie chief, a master, an 
~artist of revolutionary warfare. Wevertheless, after hit herede and glorious 
death they aiteapt to deny the veracity or worth of his guerrilla ¢contepts and 
ideas. The artist ¢an die, particularly vhen he if an artist in such a tangerout 
grioas the revolutionary struggle, but whet cannot die wider any eireumstances 
is the art to which he dedicated ais life and te which he dedicated his inteliigzence, 


Why is {0 $6 strange that this artist sheuld die in a battker It is such wore 
extraordinary that on the zany occasions that he risked his lire he was not killed 
during sone battle, : Many were the tines tn which it was necessary to take action 
to prevent hin from getting killed in actions of miner importance, And so in a 
battle, In one of Ene many battles that he wared, he Jost his fife, We do not 

have enouth evidence fo make a judgment as to al) the circumstances preceding 

that battle, 28 to the decree in which he may have acted in an overly agzressive 
manner, but We repeat that if as a guerrilia he had an achilles heel, that achilles 
heel wut Bis excessive ne rane a his oe contempt for danger. 


atu oe mom oneeer OK —- = =- mw eee 


That wat where it was airticut to agree with him, because we understand that 

his life, his exnpertence, his ability 23 2 veteran chief, his prestige, and 
everything that he signified in Life, were much moore, incomparably nore, valtuble 
than he perhaps realized himself. The iden that men hove a realative value... . .._. 
dn history say have profoundly influen-ed his conduct: the idea that causes cannot 
be defeated uben oen fal] anc that the uwnsonteinable march of history dees not stop 
ner will] it step because the commanders fall, And this is certain, this cannot 

be doubted. This shows his faith in mankind, nfs faith in ides, his faith in 
SeCting an example. 


YeE, as J suid « few days ago, I would have wholeheartedly wished to have seen hin 
as the molder of victories, molding under his leadership, molding under his 
direction, the victories, because gen of his. experience, of his caliber, of his: 
Singular ability are uncenmon men. We are able to appreciate al) the value of 

his example and we have the most absolute convietion that this exasple will ‘ 
serve as ¢mulation and will serve te?betng oen similar to him from the teson of 

che pecple|s, 
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It is mot easy fo Find in ons pers-5 all the wirtuwes found in hin, It ts not casy 
for a person te be chile spontancously to develop a personaiity like his. I would say 
that fe is the type of man who is dififteult to equal and practicslly impossible to 
doprove vpor. But I would also aay that aen like iin ore able uith their excnple 

to help tie mise of other men like hin, s 


We not only adatre the warrior ir El Che, the nan capable of great fezts, and wiat he 
did aml waat me was doing. thet fact fn itself of facing alene with a handful of men 

an entire oligarchic army trained by Yankee advisers, supplied by Yankee inmperialisn, 
Supported by the oligarcaies of a1) the netcaboring nations, that fact in itself 

is an extraordinary feat. .If ome eceeks in the pages af history one say not possibiy 
find ao single ¢asc in whieh somebody with such a Spall nomber of nen hed embarked on 
Buch 5 larg@t-Scole task, in Walch somebody with uch a Small muober of pen had enbarled 
ot o Struggle against uci considerable forces, It in proof of his self-confidence. 

It is proof of nis confidence in the peoples. It 1s proof of his confidence in the 
capacity of men for combat. One moy geet in the pages of nistory and nothing comparable 
will be found. = 

dn be fell, The enemies believe that they have defeated his ides, that they have 
defeated nis guerrilla concepts, that they have defeated his viewpoints on the orned 
revolutionary siruggic. Whaat thoy pained with a lucky blow was to clicinote his 
physiesl life. Woat they did was to aesdeve the accidental advantages which an enesy 
pay agiieve inwar. That lucky blow, teat stroke of fortunc, we do not know to what 
degree ft was aelped by that clarectertetic, :o which we referred before, of excessive 
Ageressiveness and absolute contenpt for dangerina oattle like so man battles, I+ 
also happened during our War of iodeperdesee, in @ battle at Dos Rios, where they killed - 
the apestie of our independence. In 5 sattie at Punta Brava they killed Antonio Macoo,. 
veteran of hundvedt of battios . In sinitlar battles a nunber of ciuiefs vere killed, 

a nunber of patriots of our independerce vars. Nevertheless, thet was not the defeat 
of the Cuban cause. 


The deata of Cre, as we said a few caye ago, is a hard blew, it is a tremendous blow to 
‘ae revolutionary noavenert because, without any doubt, it deprives 1t of its most 
experienced and capabie ehtcl. But Shey whe sing victory are mistaken, They are . 
mistaken who believe that hie death «3 the defeat of his ideas, the defeat of his 
tzcties, the defeat of his muersille concepts, the defeat of his thesis, because that 
man wie fell as a portal man, 36 & pon who sang tfoes exposed himself to bellets, a5 a 
military oan, 23 a eel, he wll @ thousané tices rere capable tian these who with one 
stroke of luck k11ied hin. 


Rowever, how rust ravolutionarics fage this adverse biew? How sust they face this icsst 
What vould be Che's opinion tf he had to opte a judgment on this subject? He expressed 
that opinion very clearly vhen he wrote in his Me3acc to the Latin Anerican Solidarity 
Organization that if death surprised him at any place, it would be weleou, providing 
that Ais battle ery had reached @ peceptive ¢ar and another hand was atretched out to 
frasp @ weapon. And that was his battle ery. It vill mot reach one receptive ear, 

but millions of receptive ears, not one hand, tut rdllions of hands outstretching to 
grasp Weapons, inspired ty iis wrangle. New commanders will arise. Fen will meet * 
commandera Wie Will rise from tie rani: and file of the peoplp, just as commanders have 
arisen in #11 revolution... Thost hands 411 not be able to count on a comuender of 

the cxtroordinary experience, of Cin enomsaouts ability of El dye. Those shemanders will 
be formad from among the afllions whe acesver or later wilt take up eres. 
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It is not that we think that in the practical orcer of reyolutiorary struggle 
his deat: is to have immediate reparcussions, It is that E1 Che, upon taking 
up aros acain, was not thinking about an iemediate victory, he was not thinking 
about 2 swift victory against the forces of the @ligarchics and of inperialisn. 
His experienced cuerrilla mind was trained fer a long strugsie of 5, 10, 25, 

pr 20 years if necestary- ; 

And he was ready to struggie 5, 16, 25. 29 years, fis whole life, 1f necessary, 
and {t is with this tine perspective that his death-<-his eznsuple, I ought to 
Say--Will have a tremendous repercussion, wild have an invincible influence, 


In wath they try to deny his ability as a eourancter and his experience, 

those whe cling to the stroke of luck. Che was a military commander who was 

ex’ racordinarily capable, but when we rezender F2 Che, when we think about 

Fl Che, we are not thinking basically abowS his military virtues. do, for war 

ts a means to ant end, war fs a teol of revolutionaries. What is inportast fs 

fs revolution, teat is toportant is the revolutionary cause, the revoluticnury 
ideas, the revolutionary obJectives,. the revolutionary sentiments, the revolutionary 
virtues. ssine it fe iwctintafigdd, “tn-the fteld of ideas, in the field of sentinents, 
in the field of revolutionary virtues, in the field of intelidgence, aside fron 
his military virtues, that we feel the tresendous fogs for the revolutionary 
movement, becguse Che, in his extraordinary personality. had virtues which 

rarely appear socether. He wes outstanding as an incomparable aan of action. 

Che Wer not ondy an inestiparabdle mar Of aetion, but a man of profound intellect, 

ef wisionary intelligence, a man of profaund culture. I mean to say he was 

= man of ideis and a ban Of action, . 


Fovever, LTE is not just that he Was both a man of profound idegs amt @ Ban 

ef action, but that as a revolutionary he had the virtures which could be 
defined as the cozt full-fledged expressicen of the virtues Of a revolutionary, 
and integral man in the fullest sense of the word, a man of supreme honesty, 
of absolute sincerity, a can of stoie and Spartan life, a can in Whese conduct 
practically ne favit can be found. Because of his virtues he Was whet can be 
galled a true code) c?'s yevolutiorary. Speeches can be made when men die, virtues 
cxi be gointed out, but few are the tines when, 28 on this occgsion, what we say 
about Che, whe Was a true exauple of revolutionary virtues, can be said with 
_ moze Justice, more exictitude. 


In addition, he hed ancther quality which 4s not 2 quality of the intellect, 

which is not a quality of wil3, which ta not a quality derived frow efpertence, 
struggle, but a quality Of heart. He was an extracrdinarily humane may, 
extractrdinarily sensitive. That fe why we say that, when we think about ‘his 

life, when We think about his conduct, this was the case of a very rare man, 

because he Was able to blend in his personality not only the characteristics of 

of a fan Of action but also these of a thinking man, a man of #hining revolutionary 
virtees and extracrdinary honan sensildvity blended with = character of fron, 

a steel wil, and indomitable tenacity, 


Taat i= why he has willed to future generations not only his experience, Hig 
kuowledge as an oibstanding soldier, but alse the vork of his intelligence, 

ce weote bith the -virtuouSity of a clascicist of the language. Hic narrations 
of the var are unsurpassable. The profundity of bia Chinking is impressive, 

Me absolutely never wrote on anything without extraordinary seriousness, without 
eztracedinary aro*undi*+. 
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We do not dsubt that some of his wriling: will pass on to posterity as alassics] <- 
docunents of revolutionary thinking. And sc, as a fruit of that wigorcus snd... 
profound {ntelligence, he left us on infinite number of pesories andi atories which, 
witout Bis work, his «effort, would perhaps be forgotten forever. 


A tireless worker in the years that he was at the service of our country, he did not 
Eno one single day or rest. Many responsibilities Were adssigned to hin, such As 
the presidency of the neticwol bank, the directorship of the planning boerd, the 
Hinist.y of Industry, 23 a commander of wilitary'regions, as a chief of delegations 
of a political, economic, or fraternal type. His multifaceted inteJiigence was 
éapable of undertaking any fask with @ mexinun ¢f assurance in any field, in eny 
Way of thinking. And thes he represented our cowitry in a brilliant mnner in seny 
international conferences. In the etme manner that he brilliantly led soldiers Ln 
eoob2t, in Ove sane wey he was f mode] worker in any cf the institutions Eo viiich 
he Wis dssigned, : 


For him there wert do days of rest, mo hours of rest, If we leoked at his office 
tindey the lights burned until late at night. He wos studying or, better said, vas 
Working beoarse be atvudied 41] the problems. He was a tireless reeder, His thirat 
for knovledge was practically insatiable, and the hours he did net Sleep, he studied. 
He dedicated regular days off to volunteer work. He was the inspiration end the top 
promoter of that work which today ocevpies hundreds of thousands of persons throughect 
the mtion.. Ee was the promoter of thet activity which doily grows stronger among 
fe Basses of our people, 


As a revoluticrary., 2s @ communist revolutionary, really communist, he had infinite 
faith in coral values, he had infinite faith in the consetence of men and-e9ve ought 
to say it--fn his conception he saw with absolute clarity that morality was the basie 
fylerun for the construction of communism in human society. , 


He thougit, developed, and wrote agbowt nary things. And there is something that 
ought to be said on 2 day dike teday, It Ms that Che's writings, Che's political 
and revolutionery thoughts, Wil] have a permanent yalve in the Cuban revolutionary 
prosess imi the revoloticnary procere of Lotin America, And ve have no doubt that 
. She value of his iceas--of his iceas as 32 pan of aation, as a pan of thought, as a 
aon of proved moral virtues, ag 3 o3n of extreme Wurar sensitivity, 2s 2 men of 
irrepraichable conduct--have and shall have universal value, ; 


The imperialists sing victory songs ower the fact of the guerrilla killed in erobet, 
The imperialists sing of vietory over the stroke of fortune which led then to 
eliminate auch # formidable man of ection. Hovever, the imperialists perhaps ignore — 
or pretend to fgnore the feet that the quality and personality of this fighter, man 
of action, was one of many facets. It is a question of puin--we feel pain not only 
ever what has been lost in terms of a mtn of action, we feel puin over vhat has been 
lost in terms ofa virtuous jn; ve feel pain over what has been lost in terms of a 
fan of exquisite human sensitivity; emd we feel pain over the intelligence which hap 
been lost. It pains us to think that he Was only 39 at the moment of his death. It 
Pains vs to think of hew many ef the fruits of that intelligence art thst experience, 
which Was develaping 21) the tine, we heve lost the chance te perceive. ‘ 
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We have itecs af the dimension of the loee to the revolutionary oovenert. 
nite ‘e@less, Chis ts the weak side of the foperialist enony? thinking thet, slong 

with = pivstyed nen, dt has liquidated hia yirfves; thinking thot, alerg with the 
es ein, it hes liquidated his exenple. And they do not hesitate in publishing 

ih such on inpudent annner, “se the msst notural thing in the world, the cirevwmstinces.= 

hott gliocss walversally accepled--in Which he tras executed oy then after heving Seen 
seriously wounded in battle. They heve not even reflected on the loathsomeness of the 
action. They have not even reflected on the impudenee of the adedasion, And they 

jiavé publi¢ized, as the right of the tugs, they have reported, es the right of the 
eligerchs and the mercentries, the zct of firing at a re ttiomry fighter who was 
seriously Wounded. Whot is worse in that they a1s0 explia’a why thay did if, claining * 
thet it would have required anoverwheloing process to tr; *..¢; claiming that it 7 
vould Fave beer iepossible te place such 3 revelutionary an tie doek of a court. 

Wot only that, they slse heve not hesitated dn secreting his remiins. Ani. true 

or false, it is @ fact that they 2mnounce heving cremted hie body, thereby 

denonstrating their fetr, thereby detienstrating that (Tthey beldeve that) by 

liquidating the physical life of the fighter, they eee his idezs ond liquidste 


his ezanple. { 


Che did nob fall defending any interest, defending any cause other than the cause of 
the exploited ond the oppressed in thia continent. Che did not fall defending zany 
ezuge other Shen She cause of che poor, the homble, of this land. And the exeoplary 
pannes end the selftessness with whieh he defented that cause is pot even debated - 

by his greatest enenies. Before history, the men who acted bs hé did, the nen who 

do everything end five everything for the ciatsé of the humble, become greater with 
every pesuirg day; they enter deeper tnto Che hearts of the peopies with every possing 
day. And the ioperialist enemies 2re already begiening te perceive this. They will 
not be dong ta realize thet his death will in the Tong ren be dike a seed from which 
Wild emerge bany gen deterained fo emviste Rin, many pen determined te follow his 
example. And ve are absolutely convireed that the revolutionary cause in this 
continent will recover froa the blow, Ehat the PRY GLUED IPAS fause in this continent 
W112 not be defeated by thet blow. 

Fron the revolutionary standpotat, from the standpoint of our duty, How should ve 
vie Che's exapple? Do we perphtps believe we have lost him? It is true that we “ 
Will not sgetin see new urdtings. It is trve that we will not again heer his voice. = j 
Aut Che hos left the world 2 potrimony, a great patrimony. And from that patrimony 
ve who imov him so intimately can to a considerable degree be his heirs. He left 

ug his revolutionary thoughts. "He left vs his revolutionary yvirtuas, He left us his 
thericter, his will, his tenaeity, his spirit for work. Ina word, he left us his 
exnople. Ard Che's example should be @ model for our pecple. Che's exenples should 
be the idea] model for our people. 


tr ve sant to soy hor we want our revolutionary fighters, oir allitarnts, ocr men 
to be, we should say without any hestitation: Let them be like Che. . 


If we want to say her we want the pen of future iaidaiaiaais to be, We should say3 
Let them be like Che, ’ 4 
If we Want te say how we want our children te be educated, we shovld aay vithot | 
\esitation: We want them te be educated in Che's spirit. 
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We have idess af the dimension of the lose to the revolutionary oovernest. : 
pick less, Gils is the weak side of the fmperdolist enemy” thinking that, 2long 

with the physie¢al] men, dt has liquidated hia yirfves; thinking thot, alone with the 
Saeecey ein, ft hes liguidsted his exenople. And they do not hagitate in publishing 

ih such on tnpudent annner, “es the msst noturel thing in the world, the eirevwmstinces.= 

hott gloss: walversally accepied--in which he tas executed oy then after heving Seen 
seriously wounded in battle. They heve not even reflected on the loathsoneness of the 
action. They have not even reflected on the imputlenee of the adetasion, And they 

jiave publi¢ired, as the right of the thugs, they have reported, ca the right of the 
eligerchs and the sercentries, the zet of firing at a re ttiomry fighter who was 
seriously Wounded, Wot is werse in that thes also expinaa why thay did it, claining a 
thot it would have required anoverwhelaing process to tr; *..¢; claiming that it 7 
vould Fave beer impossible to place such 3 revelutionary in the dock of a court. 

Wot only that, they sise heve nof hesitated dn secreting his remiins. Ani. true 

or false, it fs o fact that they 2mnounce heving tremted hie body, thereby 

denonstrating their fetr, thereby detionstrating that (Tthey beldeve that) by 

liquidating the physical life of the fighter, they AEROS his idees ond liquidste 


his ezanpie. { 


Cre did nob fall defending any interest, defending any cause other than the cause of 
the ¢xploited ond the oppressed in thia continent. Che did not fall @efending zany 
ezuse other Shen She cause of The poor, the homble, of this land. And the exeoplary 
pannex end the selftessness with whieh he defented that cause is pot even debated - 
by nis greatest enemies. Before history, the men who acted be hé did, the men who 
do everything end five everything for the citse of the humble, beeome greater with 
every pesuing day; they enter deeper info Che hearts of the peopies with every passing 
day. And the ioperislist enemies 2re ciresdy begiening te perceive this. They will 
not be dong ta realize thet tis death will in the Tong ren be like a seed from which 
Wild emerge bany gen deternined fo emvlste Rin, many nen determined te follow his 
example. And we are absolutely convinced that the revolutionary cause in this 
continent will recover froa the blow, Ehat the SAY SAM ELOREDS Cause in this continent 
Wi12 not be detested by thet blow. 


Fron the revolutionary standpotat, from the standpoint of our duty, ow should ve 
viow Che's example? Do we perhtps believe we have lost him? It is true that we ‘ 
Will not sgetin see new urdtings. It is trve that we will not again heer his voice. = j 
But Che hag left the world 2 patrimony, a great patrimony. And from that patrimony 
ve whe imov him so intimately can to a considerable degree be his heirs. He jeft 

ug his revolutionary thoughts. "He left vs his revolutionary virtues, He left us his 
thericter, his will, his tenacity, hds spirit for work. Ina word, he left us his 
exnople. Atl Che's example should be 2 model for our people. Che's exacples should 
be the idea] model for our people. 

tr ve Sant to soy hor we want oor revolutionary fighters, our militants, ocr men 

to be, we should say vithout any hestitation: Let them be like Che. . 


Tf we want to say her we want the men of future sibscaiiinaaii to be, Ve Siesta say3 : 
Let then be like Che, : : A 
If we want te say how we vant our children te be educated, we shovld say vithort | 
yesitation; We want them to be educated in Che's spirit. 
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If ue went a podel of a man, a mofel of 2 pan who dees not belong to this time, a 
model of a pan Who belongs to fubure Eines, from the heart, '2 say let the medel,—. 
wikiiovt a gingle blemish in tts esnduek, without a single blemish in its attitude, 
Withoxt a single blemish in ita actions-<that model im Che. 


Uf We want to kno how we want ovr children to be, we should soy, With 212 our 
Ctrevolutionary mind) and heart: We want them to be like Che. 


fhe has Geteme 3 podel of man not only for our matic: ‘but for any Intin Anerican 
nation. he raised reyalutionmmry stotetsm, the spirit of revolutionary sacrifice, 
the ¢ombatdveness, the werking spirit of the revolutionary to their highest 
expression. Che gaye the ideas of Heraisn-Leninisn their freshest, purest, most 
revolutionary expression. He nan like him in these fines bas raised the spirit of 
proletarizn internationalise to dts highest level. And when me ‘speaks of & 
proletarian internativonalisn and when one seeks an exacple of a proletarian 
interpnatjomalist, that exemple, above any other example, 18 the example of Che. 


Th ti. Hint and in his heart, the flags, fhe prejudiees, the chevvinises, the 
egoisns had disappezred. He woe willing to shed gensrously hia bleed fer the fertuns 
of tne neople, for the cause of any people. He was ready Ee shed it freely, rendy 
fo shed dt instantly. And so his blood Was shed in this land where he Vis Wounded 
in various battles. His biood wis shed in Bolivia for the redemption of the 
exploited and the oppreised, the humble and the poor. That blood Jas shed for 212 
the explotted, (27 111 the oppressed. That blond was shed for all the peoples of 
Anerica, and it Was shed for Vietsic, bectuse he knew that, in fighting against 
dnperisliso there, he was offering Vietnam the highest expression of his solidarity. 


That fs Why, comrade ladies and gertlenen of the meroiution, We showld look te the 
futire With firmness and determination. That ds vhy we should lock fo the future 
With optinisn, tnd We will always S¢ek inspiration In Che's exanpie, inspiration 
For struggle, inspiration for tenscity, inspiration for intransigence befere the 
eneny, and inspiration for internationilism sentiment. : 


Tinh is Why we, on this night, after this impressive erermony, after this 
intreditle--becaouse of its morpnitude, discipline, anil devotion--mass demonstration 
of recognition, which shows that this is 2 sersitive people, whith shows thet Shiis 
is an appreciative people, whith aows thet this people knews how to pay homage to 
the menory of the cowageqas men who fall in bettle, which shots that this people 
krevs how €¢ acknivledsge these wid gerve it, which deoonstrates how this peopie 
Suppores the revolutionary struggle, how this people raises end will always keep 
high the revolutLonary banners and the revoluticrary principles-=teday, at this 
honest of conmencration, we shall clevate our thoughts and, with optimfim in tha 
future, #ith absolute optimism about the fine] victory of the peoples, tell Che 
and, along vith ade, the heroes whe fought ind fell with him: To vietory alvayst 
Fatherland or death, we alhal? wirnt 


- anes 
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Cerenonice Before Speach 


TEditerial Report] Havana Domestic Television aml Hadic Services in Spariah at 
0107 GUT on 19 October 1967 begin live coverage of a mass meeting in Havana's FPhara de ie 
Heovelucion in memory cof Ernesto Che Guevera. Opening camera shota show o large 
crowd, most of Whom @re in mllitary fatigues, gethered enter the lights in the plera 
facing a speaker's platform placed zi the foot of the Joze Karti mominent, 


Tete ae 
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Apons the prominent Cuban perseralities ddentifiable on the spetker's platform ore: 
Prine (Minister Fidel Gastro, Deputy Prine Minister faul Castro, President Osvaldo 
Dostiess, Cuban Communist Party Central Committee Organization Seeretary Dr Armando 
Hort, Trénsportation Kintster Fayre Chonmen, Forei¢n Hinister Rawl Roa, Cuban 
Vomenis Feésration President Vilau Espin, interfer Hinister Roskrs Valdes, Deputy 
Aroed Forees Minister Juan Almeids, Mindeter Without Portfolio Carlos Rafael 
Sodriruec, Gubon Academy of Scierces Fresident Antonio Nunez Jicenez, and others. 


-Mieolas Guillen, the Cuban poet, opens the program with @ poem evulogizing Guevare, 

A projection sereen or th: plaza fs weed to show a movie on tn unidentified country. 
Old film clips of Che Guevara with Pidel Castro in the Sierra Maecstra Hen feliecv, 
There cre still shots of Camiri followed by a film sequence of the Vellegrande aren 
and Bolivian rangers vith whet @ppears to be 0.5. military personnel, ane woite of 
Guewara is heard in tite background while film clips shews U.S. counterinsurgency 
eperitions and Bolivizn government officials. A filaed Guevara speech then follows, 
concerning the increasing victories of the people of Vietnam against Ye, ¢ 
imperialiem, the action in Stanleyville, and other liberation movements eleewhere in 
the world. 


A film clip ridicules the first five yezrs of the Ailianece For Progress by showing 
poor Latin Asericans.. Magatine and newspaper eriicies on the seturn of Cre and 
guerrilla operations are shown, Seenes then follow of military and peranilitary 
countérinsurgency personne], in veriovs countries. Teletype machines and code sound 
effects arg used te point up the "increasing wave of LLberation movenents .* 


Projected to conclude the film show are extreme closeups, filling the outdoor screen, 
oF Che Guevara's fate, The film ends with excerpts of Guevara's speeches being 
ard while the cameras pan to huge photocvrals of Guevara iliuminated by Cloodiights. 


The ceremony continues with pan shets of Jose Marti statue and of the crowd in the 
ploze. Shots of half-masted tuban flag: are superimposed on the huge Guevara 
Photonura? while the ered listens to a recorded dueyara speech. 


& 2i-gun salate fsllews and as the volleys are fired the camera pans te the Guevara 
Phototure] ond then to the guns and their swezle flashes. A bugler blows taps, 
Premier Castro then steps te the mierephore and begins his speceh at 0144 OT 

19 October. 


ne . 


CORDOLENCE MESSAGES ON DEATH OF CHE OVEVARA 
Runanitn Comeunist Party 
Bucharest Domestic Service in Rurarntan 1860 ONT 18 Oct &7 A 
[Text] Ctmrade Micolae Ceausescu, eeeretzry general of the Ruminian Communist Party 
Central Committee, has sent the following cable ta Comrede Fidel Castro Nur, first 


secretory of the Cuban Gormnunist Party (PCC) Central Committee and orice minister . 
of the Revolutionary Oovermnent of the Republic of Cube: 


